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Robert was best known for his persistent
leadership while fighting for the underprivi-
leged citizens of Leflore County. Robert
served as President of the Leflore County
Board of Supervisors for more than fifteen
years. He recently retired from Mississippi Val-
ley State University after 27~ years serving
as the Director of the University Center for

Economic Development.
Mr. Moore has served as Director of the

Mid-Delta One Stop Capital Shop, the National
Center for Excellence, Director of Historical
Black Colleges and Universities, Urban Devel-
opment Home Ownership Rehabilitation Pro-
gram, and Department Head of the Social
Work Program. He also participated in the
Lower Mississippi Delta Commission, the Em-
powerment Zone, along with the Delta Indi-

vidual Investment Corporation, Mississippi
Blues Commission, and the Delta Regional
Authority.

His years of hard work and dedication are
worthy of many celebratory remarks. As a pro-
found advocate for economic development,
Moore is highly remembered for his leadership
and guidance in the construction of the Three
Rivers Community Development Corporation,
Leflore County Micro Loan Program, Leflore
County Business Manufacturing Center,
Leflore County Home Ownership Program,
and the Mid-Delta Individual Investment Cor-
poration.

Robert was a lifelong resident of the Brown-
ing Community. He was indeed a great inspi-
ration and took great pride in the betterment of
the quality of his district. He had a vision for
a community-owned business which provided
opportunities for its people. He saw an expan-
sion of the Browning Well as a Community
Heritage Project.

Moore transitioned on Friday, November 11,
2018. He is survived by his three children:
Latanya Moore Wallace, Reginald Moore, and
Robert Andre Moore.

Mr. Speaker, | honor the life of Mr. Robert

E. Moore for his many years of service and ef-
forts he has put forth in the Mississippi Delta
as well as the United States of America.
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Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Blake James Dale Kinnett of Alvin, llli-
nois. Blake is the son of John and Becky and
brother to Kaitlyn and Garet. He is passionate
about sports, especially baseball and basket-
ball. By the age of 12, Blake was a two-time
baseball state champion, and even played in
a national tournament in Cooperstown, New
York with the llliana Chiefs.

Blake also enjoyed playing basketball in
Alvin, where a court has been renamed in his
honor. When Blake wasn’t playing sports, he
enjoyed spending time with his friends and

family as well as fishing and turkey hunting.
In" 2017, Blake was diagnosed with

Adrenoleukodystrophy (ALD), a disease that
destroys the protective myelin sheath sur-
rounding the brain’s neurons. ALD affects 1 in
18,000 people, and to date there is no known

cure.
After Blake’s diagnosis, his community ral-
lied around him and his family to sponsor
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fundraisers and help spread awareness about
ALD. Blake, his family, and his community’s
efforts to spread awareness of this disease
helped affect change in lllinois state law and
led to the designation of December 1st as
“Blake Kinnett Day”.

Mr. Speaker, | wish to commend Blake for
his resilience in facing his ALD diagnosis.
Blake is an inspiration to everyone who hears
his story. May God bless him and his family.
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Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the farmers in my district, alongside
the New York Farm Bureau, for their participa-
tion in the “Harvest For All” program. “Harvest
For All” is a nationwide program that seeks to
distribute food to needy families and individ-
uals. Run by farm bureaus and food banks
across the country, the program has been as-
sisting underserved communities for nearly
two decades.

“Harvest For All” was started in 2002 by
members of the Farm Bureau’s Young Farm-
ers & Ranchers program but now includes vol-
unteers of all ages. The program operates
year round and has donated nearly 223 million
pounds of food, as well as amassed over
121,000 volunteer hours since it began. Be-
tween monetary and food contributions, “Har-
vest For All” donates an amount equivalent to
31 million meals.

In New York State, “Harvest For All” has a
strong presence and reaches many New York-
ers in need. In 2016, the New York Farm Bu-
reau donated 13.2 million pounds of food, the
second largest total among state Farm Bu-
reaus. They have donated 11 million pounds
of food so far in 2018, an amount that trans-
lates to 9,000,000 meals for underprivileged
New Yorkers. In addition to food donations,
the New York Farm Bureau is teaching New
Yorkers the culinary knowledge necessary to
prepare healthier foods.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
House to join me in recognizing the local farm-
ers, New York Farm Bureau, and Farm Bu-
reaus around the country, for their participa-
tion in “Harvest For All.” During this time of
year in patrticular, it is incredibly important we
count our blessings and help those who are
less fortunate. “Harvest For All” is a program
that embodies this standard as farmers nation-
wide strive to improve the quality of life for mil-
lions in our great country. | thank the Central
New York farmers who contribute to this pro-
gram year after year and recognize their role
in building a better New York.
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Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to one of Eastern
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Kentucky’s longest serving county clerks, Mr.
James Lewis who was sworn into office as the
Leslie County Clerk in January 1986. He is re-
tiring after dedicating 33 years of public serv-
ice to the people of Leslie County, including
his oversight of nearly 60 elections.

James has garnered the utmost respect of
his peers and leaders across the Common-
wealth of Kentucky for his astute knowledge,
experience, and steadfast integrity in election
operations. He has instructed election training
for county clerks in Kentucky for more than 20
years, served as President of the Kentucky
County Clerk’s Association from 1999 to 2000,
and has been Chairman of the Kentucky
County Clerk’s Association Election Com-
mittee from 1994 until his retirement this year.
James has served as a guardian for common-
sense election reform since 1986 and a
staunch advocate for programs and policies
that best serve Kentuckians.

During his tenure as county clerk, James
has sought out opportunities to offer compas-
sion and additional support to those most in
need. In fact, he co-founded the Help A Vet-
eran Everyday (HAVE) Program to provide
funding for Veterans programs across the
state. The HAVE program repurposes license
plates for bird houses that can be purchased
at participating County Clerk’s offices, offering
100 percent of proceeds to the Hope for Vet-
erans charity.

Aside from going above and beyond the call
of duty in his role as Leslie County Clerk,
James has been a loyal friend of the Repub-
lican Party who proudly works to uphold the
conservative principles that he holds dear.
James has participated in every election since
turning 18 years old, has dedicated his career
to administering six dozen elections, and been
a valiant pioneer for election reform. He has
served as a tireless member of the Republican
Parties of Leslie County and Kentucky for
many years and was inducted into the Ken-
tucky Fifth District Lincoln Club Hall of Fame
in 2010.

James’ leadership has been highly re-
spected, reliable and resourceful for one of
Kentucky’s most rural and impoverished coun-
ties. He is a beloved friend to the people of
Leslie County who has made a lasting impact
through his devoted kindness and fortitude for
a brighter future. | wish James and his wife,
Betty, a retirement filled with joy and peace
with their daughters, Danika and Wendy, and
their grandchildren, Kelsey and R.J. May their
gardening and fishing days together be fruitful.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
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Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, | was unavoid-
ably detained due to the inclement weather in
North Carolina and missed votes. Had | been
present, | would have voted YEA on Roll Call
No. 426, and YEA on Roll Call No. 427.
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